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Growing Together to End Domestic Violence

About NCCADV

ÅFounded in 1981, NCCADV works to 

create social change through the 

elimination of the institutional, cultural, 

and individual oppressions that 

contribute to domestic violence.

ÅWe work with 90+ domestic violence 

programs serving all 100 counties in 

NC.



Domestic Violence

Domestic violence is a pattern of 
coercive behavior in which one
person attempts to control another 
through threats or actual use of 
tactics, which may include any or all 
of the following: physical, sexual, 
verbal and psychological abuse.  The 
behavior may occur during the 
relationship or after the relationship 
has ended.





PrevalenceðDomestic Violence

ÅLast year in NC, 50,726 people sought help from 

domestic violence centers.
North Carolina Council for Women/Domestic Violence Commission, Statistical Bulletin 2004-2005

ÅIn 2006, there were 79 known domestic 

violence-related homicides.  Five of the 

homicide victims were under 18.  We know of 34 

children who witnessed these murders and one 

child was non-fatally shot.
North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 2006 Domestic Violence-Related Homicides.



PrevalenceðDomestic Violence 

and Children

ÅBetween 3.3 - 10 million children witness    

some form of domestic violence annually. 
Carlson, Bonnie E. (1984). Children's observations of interpersonal violence. Pp. 147-167 in A.R. 
Roberts (Ed.) Battered women and their families (pp. 147-167). NY: Springer. Straus, M.A. (1992). 
Children as witnesses to marital violence: A risk factor for lifelong problems among a nationally 
representative sample of American men and women. Report of the Twenty-Third Ross Roundtable. 
Columbus, OH: Ross Laboratories.

Å50 percent of the men who frequently  

assaulted their wives also frequently   

abused their children.
Strauss, Murray A, Gelles, Richard J., and Smith, Christine. 1990. Physical Violence in 
American Families; Risk Factors and Adaptations to Violence in 8,145 Families. New 
Brunswick: Transaction Publishers



PrevalenceðDating Violence

ÅOne in three adolescents has experienced 

physical or sexual violence in a dating relationship. These  

rates are higher when verbal abuse is included in the  

definition. 
Avery-Leaf, S., Cascardi, M., O'Leary, K. D., & Cano, A. (1997). Efficacy of a dating 
violence prevention program on attitudes justifying aggression. Journal of Adolescent 
Health, 21 (5), 11-17. 

ÅMany adolescents have difficulty recognizing physical 

and sexual abuse as such and may perceive controlling  

and jealous behaviors as signs of love.
Levy, B. (1990). Abusive teen dating relationship: An emerging issue for the 90s. 

Response to the Victimization of Women and Children, 13 (1), 59.





Preventing Violence 

on Multiple Levels
.



Types of Prevention

ÅPrimary:  Prevents a problem before it 
occurs by addressing underlying causes.

ÅSecondary:  Detects a problem in its 
earliest stages and keeps it from fully 
developing.

ÅTertiary:  Minimizes the impact of a 
problem that has already occurred.



Individual Risk Factors for 

Perpetrating Violence
ÅPreviously witnessing or experiencing 

violence

ÅHostility towards another gender, ethnic, 
racial or socio-economic group

ÅHeavy drinking or drug use

ÅDepression

ÅPersonality disorders

ÅLow academic achievement

ÅLow income

ÅYoung age

From 2002 World Health Organization report on Violence and Health.





Relationship Risk Factors for 

Perpetrating Violence

ÅMarital conflict

ÅMarital instability

ÅMale dominance in the family

ÅEconomic stress

ÅPoor family functioning

From 2002 World Health Organization report on Violence and Health.




